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A Period of Improvements and Progress.
1843%--1845,

The eclose of the ehellion saw an increase in population and improvements in
this port,with the forming of %garrison in London.Port Stanley reflected the

3 gay life of the larger place and red-coated soldiers were often
entertained in the spacious homes of our village.There were
plenty of soldiers and sailors Joining in the lively fun of
the village taverns,

As the first road built was not in a condition for the
goldiers marching to London,the Government planked it and
straightened it by using Colborne instead of Joseph street.
This government work cost at least £40,000, It now became
primarily a military road but it also improved travel for the
gtage coach and wagon-trains.

The second pier was now finished and a draw-bridge was
built over Kettle Creek. On the west side,the marshland was ow
cvercome by a plank approach from the bridge to William St.Zlhe
rlanks of this approach were dlaced lengthwise.

3y I845,grain was being shipped in such quantities,that
leFherson & Crane of Montreal invested their capital in a fine,
large warehouse,which was built on the east side of Ketile C.
rear the water-front, It was finished with a cgupalo from
which elevation one could get a clear view of the valley and
far out over the expanse of Take Erie. The approach of incom=-
ing vessels could be noted from this high-perched cupola.lir.
Eoadly was the capable manager of this import and export bus-
iness,

About this same period,Mr.davitz of Yarmouth,built a new mill for Bostwick &
Chrystler,on the east side of the creek. An aqueduct was Huilt abhove .. :ar
Main St.A Pacer«way was. eut through the hill(then belonging to Bostwieck),
and water was fed from springs situated to the east of the hill,which were da
dammed. As a result of this éngineering project,we have Little Creek and the
tunnel beneath the brige on Hillecrest.

Hillcrest, Port Stanley, Ont,, Canada
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During the months of open navigation,sloops,schooners and side-wheelers lay
side by sidein our harbour. Sails,smoke-stacks and chimney-tops were .. t
silhouetted on the calm surface of the lake,as places of business were built
on the shore or on piles over the water. One building with a verandah facing
Kettle Creek had a sign hanging on its Main St.side which read,"Ship's Supply
Co." but wet goods was the chief merchandise unloaded there! Soldiers and
settlers were entering awe harbour steadily.It is recorded that II: woldivis



Soldiers and Settlers Inter Steadily.

were unloaded from the propeller steamer!Earl Cathcart",inIB850,These were
men for Her llajesty's £23rd Regiment,in London. The next time she entered
our harbour,she brought 92 men. The steamer, 3ritannia" also docked with
more troops and and supplies for regiment,as well, '

Many f£i%é vessels floundered in the wild tempests of Lake Erie and
others met with collisions. The following gives a graphic account of one of
these WIeCZsS,=-

(From a Reproduction page of THE EVENING TBLEGRAM,Toronto,Ont.Sept.

30th, ¥893)

An accident attended with the most lawenvavie i10ss 0r i1ife occurrea on Lake
Erie early in May to the Commerce,a propeller piying on the lake. The follow-
ing extract from a private letter written by a lady residing near Dunville
gilves a very good account of the circumstances. It is dated Port Maitland,May
9th,I848 and reads as follows:

" I fear my letter will almost be too late,but this most melancholy ac-
cident on the lake has so occupied all our attention that I could not write v
before.You have probably seen full particulars of it in the papers,but as it
occurred within tvo miles of us I will mention it again.

The Dispatch steamer on her way to Buffalo,ran into the Commerce propell
er bound for Port Stanley with a detatchment of the 23rd Regiment on board. She
sank in fifteen minutes,and forty men,women and children were lost.

Ihe assistant surgeon had left a wife and child in Kingston.He was lost.
I'he other three officers were saved but lost everything they had. One of them

said he had just drawn three month's pay in advance. They were all taken on the
Minos{the Government steamer).We just saw them leaving the BEarl Cathcart. The
ensign(Sir Henry Chamberlain)and a few men-are to remain here to attend to the
melancholy duty of burying any of the poor fellows whose bodies may be washed
ashore. They are bound for London. The regimental plate,wine,stores etc.are all
lost and a very large some of money. About seventy men are saved.lThe most of
them are without clothes. They have been partly supplied from Dunville and this
neighbourhood and we all sent them all the bedding and blankets we could spare,
One poor little fellow,son of a commissary in Montreal was going up with them
for a pleasure trip and he was lost. You may suppose it banished everything else
from our minds." (Handed in oy Mrs.Ora Findlay)

But here is a brighter picture of that time.lhe following describes a
common incident on any summer day as told by our forebears who a&rrived from
their long sea voyage from acrosss the Atlantic.into.this port.of._entry. .
¢Ler. There is much stir and bustle on a lay day in IB49,at the foot of liain
St.Here at the East Pier,there are boate loading and unloading as busy stevedors
move their wheel-barrows to and fro,Bither and yon.Soldiers of the regiment re-
snond to the clipped commands of their 'superior, officer,as they clear the AL
steamer which has .been their"fbr weeks and weeks. Immigrants and other passeng-
ers(many a one in the kilt or other native garb) are finding their way across a
schooner's gangplank with their treagqped possessions,while the jolly tars in
the rigging or on the deck,obey the“calls of their weather-beaten captain., Lined
up near the dock is an o0ld stage coach walting to load passengers,baggage and
packets of mail,for the trip to London.

Bverything is in readiness and the procession begins. The horn of the
stage-coach echoes from lake to cliff and from cliff to lake,as the coach leads
the way over the new plank road and under the shade of the forest trees. The
passengers hear the unfamiliar calls of birds and animals and listen to the
galloping feet of the four horses as the stage-coach rocks along from side to
side,leaving tlhe dust far behind for the red-coated soldiers. And now come the
soldiers with the tramp, tramp,tramp of marching feet over this new but uneven
plank road Then the steerage passengers,with little money in their pocketibut
with youth and plenty of courage in their hearts trudge along toward their new
homes and their uncertain futures.
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A FIGHT FOR RESPONSIBLE GOVERNMENT.
in
1837~

Municiple Institutions were unknown at this time and Port Stanley wa® govern-
ved by the Courts of liddlesex., Pioneer settlers had been so busy in their
struggle for means of existence that little thought had been given to the
governing of their new home in Upper Canada. At this time,the government was
certainly not of the people and fotr the people. Some men who were leaders
began to agitate for Government reforms. Lheré is no doubt that most of the
Reformers were loyal enough,but simply wished to cure some of the existing
evils of the time.

The leader of the Rebels(as they were called) was Wm,Lyon
Mackenzie.He often spoke in St.Thomas and was a very eloquent speaker in this
cause,he deemed so worthy.In this district the leader was a Dr,luncombe,a
member  of the Legislature,who was particularly concerned with changes in our
Educational system. It was after the was of I8IZ,that Dr.Duncombe came from
the U.S.A. to Canada to take up residence and was made a member of the Legis-
lature in I834. In I836,he went to England in the interests of political
reform.Discouraged with the results of his mission in England,and under press
ure from Mackenzie,he joined in the Rebellion.Other followers in the southern
portion of Middlesex,that is,in Yarmouth and Southwold, numbered about 300.

By IB838 the Rebellion appeared to be quelled,and llackenzie,

Duncombe and some of their followers escaped to the United States. However,
these exiles and their sympathizers in U.S.A.formed a society and raised funds
and prepared for an invasion into Canada from the U,S.A. The Government,of
cousse ,organized at once to combat the threat of invasion. In liddlesex Co.
a battalion of four companies was formed.One of these was the Yarmouth Home
Guards,under command of Col.Bostwick of the Port. Among those serving under
him,from the village were his own sons, and Mr.Tomlison and his sons. Others
were Mr.Light and Mr.Thos.leek. Mr.Geo.Williams was stationed at Chatham,
and Capt.Nevills and Capt.Jones were stationed at Port with 80 recruits.It
~1s stated that the men under .Col.3ostwick witnessed the flight of Duncombe's

rebel forces at Oakville and and a portion of the same men were foremost at
the capture of brigand schooner Anne,at Sandwich.

Col.Bostwick was appointed President of the Court Martial

to try the prigoners: taken and Jas.Hamilton,Sheriff of the London List.and
a former resident here,issued the warrant for their exPcution. The bodies of
two of those exeeutséd were brought to Sparta,Amos Perley and Joshau Gilliam
Doan.Their bocies were interned in the Quaker Burial Ground and the service
was preached by Aunt Sarah Haight. Joshau Doan was the son ofthe land agent
of Col Baby.

note-Dr.Duncoribe escaped from Canada to the U,S.,A. disguised at a woman.He
crossed at lMarine City in Jan.IB838.

R The following item was taken from an early paper I read at

the University of Western Ontario,ﬁnd was copied from

Eng JMorning Chronical.
Egﬁengigningﬁrrectioﬁ in Canada has so far been bene-
ficial that it has led to the correction thatl we can-
not hope to keep the Colonies without a_comp}e?e change
of system,so that the bold suggestiony @f Lord Durham,
which at another time might have been dis?egarded,but
now may receive the consideration to which they are

justly due.

In IB4I,under Lord-Sydenham,munieiple organ-

i e instituted in each township. ‘
i s wegn 1844 ,the Weekly Globe atv Toronto,started

publication with Yeo Brown as Zditor and publisher,This
gave a strong support o Responsible Government.

Lorp Durnam
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MIDDLESEX Io DIVIDED |
The Southern DJivision is NHeamed-ELGIN-
after lLgrd =lgin.

Ag early as 1846, there was agitation for cdiv-
) ion of the Dist.of ~iddlesex intao twe parts.Cn (} %

{  Aug.27th.of this year a meeting wss held in thl

| +“ansion ;gpé%gﬁﬁlc was gay with flagg and bann- '
er3 andthe . amateww Dband” of St.George's Society, ' ,

was in attendance to liven the affair. |

“gsolutions were passed,unanamously,
for the separation)and kr BenJj.~rake offered to

make a gift of land for 'a market square, and for, w
the County Suildings. : =

At first Port Stanley wes all out for i
it,for they wished to huve fort chosen for the N
Connty Town. When they found out that St.Thomas N
would likelw have the hanour,they got up & petitw |
ion in pnvesition. . A

InIf85I,however, the Government pass-
ed ean Act which divided iiddlesex inta twoe count=- -
ies.*he new county w.s called &lgin(after Lord
; &lgin)and consisted of seven townships as it does y
to=day. '

'nder the authourity of a proclamsa
tion bearing the signature wnd Beal of James Hamilk A
ton, Sheriff,Upper Can:ada, a meeting of a provisiem- i

: |
al council . a. at LPm.Apr.IS5th/52. '
was held

In accordancs with the procl&m&.tiona}ms‘
disselving the union of lMiddlesex and HlginYpublished ™
in the Canada Gazette,the 30th.day of Sept.,53.The
firat meeting of the County Council of the-County of
Blegin was held ,Tues.the 8th.day of Novemberl853, % .9

0
o T

£- o

| 4homas Locker was the first Warden. ")

i
w

- - - I - ' »

THOMAS LOCKER. Notes-lord Elgin was Governor General of Canada fpom
WAKDEN 1852-5. I847 to 1854.
pooer e ; 2

+he County Buildings were built on the lznd given

by ik 4 .;Bol}r&keo '

o .
Judge Hughes was, the first judge appointd for Hlgin
and he opened court Oct.lst,but adjourned it until

the Ist.day of lgvember ensuing.

Port Stanley at this time comes under the jurfdict-
of the County of Elgin.

Reciprocity and #Anii-glavery gwere two of the main topics of the day. A speaker
from the Loritiwes, who was not greatly impressed with the Reciprocity .,said
in regird his own country,JANADA. "Canada is noszesazd with territory large
enough to found ome of the greatest Empires that .the.warld hrs ever scen.Poni- ~
lation only is wanted to gihe her that degree of importance I P, i
which she must 'shortly attdin.™ s Lord Higin

Jrolessgor and xrg.Stowe visited Englandgﬁgke ¢
in the Anti-slavery couse at the lusic lLall to an gud-
iencefg%ﬂ&éOC. InlgsI,the Anti-Slavery 2ociety ol Lanada
ws med.

Poe, w8



Canada West-

fhis fly-leaf comes frou a pockel edition of "Jonnson's bictonary”, which
pelonged,at one time to my aunt,uiss.Isabella~Hepburn. On the other side

is writven,
liss Ilsaovella Hepourn
Sorn in Scotland ana
Cultivated in Canada
West
Sritish America.

—————

T s MAN 1, 1M
THE ST.THOMAS TIMES-JOURNAL

ST. THOMAS MEMORIAL HOSPITAL

I_—Huﬂ_‘; around fhe nucleus of the
toriginal Amasa Wood Hospital,
{which was opened in 1891 with 30/ °
beds and. enlarged in 1901 by the
Forsythe-Hepburn wing with 20

more beds, the Hospital today con-
fsists mainly of the handsome Me-
morial Hospital building opened in

11923,

Canada Westl was used,when there was
federation with Quebec., f¥8o

In IBo7,the name Canada was left to
the entire population and this
province chose the name 'Ontario in
honour of the fact that it was along
Lake Bntario that the immigrants
first settled in the greatest numbers,

note~ Miss.isabella Hepburn,later
Mrs. Forsytne,was the donor of
the money whicn built the wing
of the now"lemorial Hospital"
on curtis St. It was built for
the Nurs#es'Home and was first
used for that purpose.
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Part of through Seuthwold
Thesnrvey made by Patrick Mc Niff ,known as the 0ld Lake Rd, h %

ceased to exist but the part from Kettle C.,Harbour over Carlow Rd.

will soon be joined by a new survey through ‘ﬂ,e pioneer farm of

iving L
Robt .Hepburn,making a shorter and more scenic road to our health- %esort. o LB
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DHE PrudSBYTELIAN CHUXCH

‘A meeting of the Iinhabitants of
Port Stanley (of all who may be-
long to the Presbyterian form of

| chinrell government, or may be favor-
| able to it) will be held in the school
room on Friday coming, the Srd Feb-
ruary, at 7 o'clock, for the purpose
of uniting themselves, in order to
adopt the means of establishing a
church in this place.,”
Port Stanley, 2s8th Jan., 1834.
| The above notice indicates the time
| and manner of the beginning of the
Preshyterian Churelh in  Tort Htan-
ley.

(4rd.df Februarylobs)

Ur. baniel was callea 10 tae cunair and weo.ucPhnerson acited as Sectretary. Tkee
chnairman made some gppropriatle remar<s on tahe object tnal the meeting was call-
ed togetner ana reaa ror iue benefii of ilune audience,some extracts on the prin=-
cipples and constvitution of uue churcn of sScotland.

woved by Keomitn,seconaed by A.Hume and resolved;lhat in ] opinion
of this meeiting it is imperarively demanded,by utne spiritual necessiivof a lar-
ge portion of tne community tnatl a congregation snould be formed in the village
in connection wiin tne Presbyverian Copurech in Canaaa; and moreover it is the
conviction of tnis meeving thav tne time has come when rFPresbyterians in Port
Stanley anc¢ visiniiy are loualy called on by various conditions to put forth a
vigorous ard united effort Lo make sucua preparations as may be necessany to get
supplied with tne means of grace frow Lue courch around whnich their warmest
sympathies are iniended..

dne following cownitiee was formed to carry outv vhe resolutions,=-
fichard Smitn,Andarew Hume,doun wcsriae, dames Henderson,Alex lcaenzie, Adam
herhertson,do%n willigan, Alex Campbell,sobil.+nomson, 5rancis itchell, ueo.Ltbyd
Angus wonrove,¥uncan uMcelniyre,weo mcfnerson L1008, b nie ,Joun ucgueen, Joe Black, -
snos.dorrison, swen Cameron,+«obusHdepburn, Wm.weex as.begg.ﬁryce Thomson,Adam
Fulton, waff Cameron, %&m.rarr.~nu 40DV, uWeGill,

Woved by Yno.ucsride,secondeda by. yno McCallum,tbatl the Secretary

forward the minuies of the meeting to Lae"lLondon Free Press and tne"British Stand
standara".

Mgnday,tue ®lhi.Augusilbos.

At a meeving nelu witkhin tne Lemperance Hall on londay,Aug.7lh,I1854,
uresjicaard smiitn was call~a 10 the chair and John lickueen acted as secretary.
: Iv was moved by.ursbaniel ana seconded by Roet.
o ‘homson,vhat tne congregatvion are of the opin=-
AN 2, 'ion,that the time nas now arrived that they
Sy e would have & Pastor sebilea amongst them,t0 min=
ister 1o tonem in Holy lhings and resolve 1o pe-
tivion the meverenaihe Presbytery of London, to
J moderatve in a call 1o tne Rev.William Doak, L=
centiave of iluhe Free Churci of Scotland",to be-
come lheir pasior,and tnal Mr.sryce Thomson and
- Jonn hcwueen be appoinied as a deputation topre-
) gsent ihe petition of the congregation Lo the
: PPesbytery off London.
at (signed)donn Mcgueen,Secy.

)

lemperance Hall



	026
	027
	028
	029
	030
	031
	032
	033
	034
	035

